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Be it enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:— 

Offences 

(…) 

4 Trafficking people for exploitation  

(1) A person commits an offence if he arranges or facilitates the arrival in the United Kingdom of an individual (the “passenger”) 
and—  

(a) he intends to exploit the passenger in the United Kingdom or elsewhere, or  

(b) he believes that another person is likely to exploit the passenger in the United Kingdom or elsewhere.  

(2) A person commits an offence if he arranges or facilitates travel within the United Kingdom by an individual (the 
“passenger”) in respect of whom he believes that an offence under subsection (1) may have been committed and—  

(a) he intends to exploit the passenger in the United Kingdom or elsewhere, or  

(b) he believes that another person is likely to exploit the passenger in the United Kingdom or elsewhere.  

(3) A person commits an offence if he arranges or facilitates the departure from the United Kingdom of an individual (the 
“passenger”) and—  

(a) he intends to exploit the passenger outside the United Kingdom, or  

(b) he believes that another person is likely to exploit the passenger outside the United Kingdom.  

(4) For the purposes of this section a person is exploited if (and only if)—  

(a) he is the victim of behaviour that contravenes Article 4 of the Human Rights Convention (slavery and forced labour),  

(b) he is encouraged, required or expected to do anything as a result of which he or another person would commit an offence 
under the Human Organ Transplants Act 1989 (c. 31) or the Human Organ Transplants (Northern Ireland) Order 1989 (S.I. 
1989/2408 (N.I. 21)),  

(c) he is subjected to force, threats or deception designed to induce him—  

(i) to provide services of any kind,  

(ii) to provide another person with benefits of any kind, or  

(iii) to enable another person to acquire benefits of any kind, or  

(d) he is requested or induced to undertake any activity, having been chosen as the subject of the request or inducement on 
the grounds that—  

(i) he is mentally or physically ill or disabled, he is young or he has a family relationship with a person, and  



(ii) a person without the illness, disability, youth or family relationship would be likely to refuse the request or resist the 
inducement.  

(5) A person guilty of an offence under this section shall be liable—  

(a) on conviction on indictment, to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 14 years, to a fine or to both, or  

(b) on summary conviction, to imprisonment for a term not exceeding twelve months, to a fine not exceeding the statutory 
maximum or to both.  

5 Section 4: supplemental  

(1) Subsections (1) to (3) of section 4 apply to anything done—  

(a) in the United Kingdom,  

(b) outside the United Kingdom by an individual to whom subsection (2) below applies, or  

(c) outside the United Kingdom by a body incorporated under the law of a part of the United Kingdom.  

(2) This subsection applies to—  

(a) a British citizen,  

(b) a British overseas territories citizen,  

(c) a British National (Overseas),  

(d) a British Overseas citizen,  

(e) a person who is a British subject under the British Nationality Act 1981 (c. 61), and  

(f) a British protected person within the meaning of that Act.  

(3) In section 4(4)(a) “the Human Rights Convention” means the Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and 
Fundamental Freedoms agreed by the Council of Europe at Rome on 4th November 1950.  

(4) Sections 25C and 25D of the Immigration Act 1971 (c. 77) (forfeiture or detention of vehicle, &c.) shall apply in relation to 
an offence under section 4 of this Act as they apply in relation to an offence under section 25 of that Act.  

(5) At the end of section 25C(9)(b), (10)(b) and (11) of that Act add “or section 4 of the Asylum and Immigration (Treatment of 
Claimants, etc.) Act 2004 (trafficking people for exploitation).”  

(6) After paragraph 2(n) of Schedule 4 to the Criminal Justice and Court Services Act 2000 (c. 43) (offence against child) 
insert—  

“(o) an offence under section 4 of the Asylum and Immigration (Treatment of Claimants, etc.) Act 2004 (trafficking people for 
exploitation).”  

(7) At the end of paragraph 4 of Schedule 2 to the Proceeds of Crime Act 2002 (c. 29) (lifestyle offences: England and Wales: 
people trafficking) add—  

“(3) An offence under section 4 of the Asylum and Immigration (Treatment of Claimants, etc.) Act 2004 (exploitation).” 

(8) At the end of paragraph 4 of Schedule 4 to the Proceeds of Crime Act 2002 (lifestyle offences: Scotland: people trafficking) 
add “or under section 4 of the Asylum and Immigration (Treatment of Claimants, etc.) Act 2004 (exploitation)”.  

(9) At the end of paragraph 4 of Schedule 5 to the Proceeds of Crime Act 2002 (lifestyle offences: Northern Ireland: people 
trafficking) add—  



“(3) An offence under section 4 of the Asylum and Immigration (Treatment of Claimants, etc.) Act 2004 (exploitation).” 

(10) After paragraph 2(l) of the Schedule to the Protection of Children and Vulnerable Adults (Northern Ireland) Order 2003 
(S.I. 2003/417 (N.I. 4)) (offence against child) insert—  

“(m) an offence under section 4 of the Asylum and Immigration (Treatment of Claimants, etc.) Act 2004 (trafficking people for 
exploitation).”  

(11) In so far as section 4 extends to England and Wales, subsection (5)(b) shall, until the commencement of section 154 of the 
Criminal Justice Act 2003 (c. 44) (increased limit on magistrates' power of imprisonment), have effect as if the reference to 
twelve months were a reference to six months.  

(12) In so far as section 4 extends to Scotland, subsection (5)(b) shall have effect as if the reference to twelve months were a 
reference to six months.  

(13) In so far as section 4 extends to Northern Ireland, subsection (5)(b) shall have effect as if the reference to twelve months 
were a reference to six months.  

(…) 

 


